


G.B. La EMOVALS 
House, O 


fice & Flat moves etc. 
Local Non Local 
Part Load to Single item, pianos 
Prompt petlable semice 








(REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER) 


Fed up with limescale? 


A Water Softener 
would be your solution 


Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 

0118 972 3773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 
www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk 
Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


JEN’S 
MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING 





13 years experience 


MEN'S CUT £7 
WOMEN’S CUT £10 C/B DRY £15 


CHILDREN’S CUT £5 
COLOUR & HIGHLIGHTING AVAILABLE 


07753 253 4/6 


jenshairservices@hotmail.co.uk 


Bae 


K | GG EEN Sse E lO Rs 


Visit our stunning showroom: 
, 8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA 
Tel 0118 959 9919 
www.elementskitchens.co.ukK 








“Chiltern ~ 


\ Beauty 


Outstanding Natural Beauty 


Waxing, electrolysis, eyelash tinting, 
eyebrow shaping, make-up, 
Jessica manicures & pedicures, 
Aromatherapy facials. 


Tel: 0118 9723157 
Janet Copp I.H.B.C 
9 Sedgefield Close, Sonning Common 


www.chilternbeauty.co.uk 





Property Consultants 


Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments 
Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals 


George Chilvers and Nigel Price FRICS 


0118 947 4600 


www.highmoorcross.co.uk 


SONNING COMMON 


PRE-SCHOOL :; 
GROVE ROAD we 


SONNING COMMON 
0118 972 4760 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 
welcoming children from 2 years Q 
6 months, to come and learn through 
play. We have a purpose built building 

& extensive play garden. 


Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00om 








. es 
Adam ’s Pest Control 


Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common 
Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes. 
Available 7 days a week. 

BPCA Oualified and Fully Insured 








Call 0118 9723'709 or 0784 9342690 


www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk 


december january 2012/3 





The editorial gro 


To ivoyan , 
Joan Grumman left ton 


ight Jo Ste 
!, Christine Atkinson ane slOves, 


my ana:Diana =Yeltaatolay . 


me ealrorial group 


In the absence of any of you, our regular readers queuing up to take 
on the Editor’s role, it looks as though my temporary position that | said 
was just for 2012, will continue into 201 3!! 


However the editorial team would welcome some extra members. It is not an onerous 
commitment, offen members of the team report on activities they are already involved 
with. Additional people would mean we were able to report many of the other activities in 
the village that would not otherwise be included. The male perspective has been limited, 
but in this edition we have an article written by Alan Goswell and in previous publications 
by Mike Macleod, both of wnom have added a dimension to our publication, as Tom 
Fort does always. Please be encouraged by their contributions and contact us if you 
might consider a future commitment to the editorial team or even a one off article. 


This edition celebrates the achievements of the various generations in the village as well 
as the amazing photography of Jason Hawkes. There is the usual news and views and 
the Notice board and Diary are full of details of forthcoming events. It looks as though it 
will be an enjoyable and busy festive season! 


Next year will be the 100th anniversary of the start of mass production of the Morris Oxford 
‘Bullnose’car. One of the features in the next magazine will focus on William Morris's home, 
Nuffield Place now owned by the National Trust. It would be good to hear from any 
readers who have anecdotes or stories of their experience of the early Morris Car industry. 
Meanwhile the editorial team and myself, wish you all a very Happy and Healthy 
Christmas and New Year. 


DIANA PEARMAN Editor 2012 
Email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org 


Sonning Common Magazine is on sale at the village library in Grove Road for 
£1.50 a copy. Annual subscriptions are available for £15. Contact Geoffrey 
Adams. Email: chairman@sonningcommonmagazine.org Phone: 0118 972 2134 


Magazine coniributions may be posted to: 
1 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9TD 


WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS MAGAZINE, 
THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
ERRORS THAT OCCUR. 
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Helen Barker 
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Snowy post box 
By Christine Atkinson 





Design by: 
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T 07887 902 376 W tensevennine.com 
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The International School Award is a badge 
of honour for schools that do outstanding 
work in international education, such as 


through links with partner schools overseas. 


Fostering an international dimension in 
the curriculum is at the heart of the British 
Council's work with schools, so that young 
people gain the cultural understanding 
and skills they need to live and work as 
global citizens. 


Chiltern Edge School's international work 
has included celebrating European Day 
of Languages, cross Curricular weeks on 
the theme of the Olympics and China, 
as well as maintaining its longstanding 
exchange programme with its partner 
school in Germany and highlighting 
career opportunities through the World of 
Work Conference at Reading University. 


John Rolfe from the British Council, said: 
“Many congratulations on your well 
deserved success in being accredited 
with the British Council International 
school Award. The school’s fantastic 
international work is not only giving the 
young people a better understanding 
of the world around them, but it’s really 
making a difference to their future 
prospects too. Employers are telling 

us that international skills are just as 
important as exam results — so everything 
the school is doing is vital preparation 
for life in a global society and work in 

a global economy. 2012 is a big year 
for the UK on the world’s stage, and the 


Well done to our local secondary school and all the staff 
and students. The inspectors said: “Students enjoy school 
and the various opportunities offered. They feel valued and 


school deserves a gold medal of its own 
for all its outstanding commitment to a 
range of fantastic international work” 


On hearing the news that Chiltern Edge 
School had received the Award, Mary 
Lewis, the international co-ordinator said: 
Chiltern Edge is very proud to achieve 
this award - the staff and students 

are committed to promoting the 
international ethos of the school. 2012 
has seen more than 700 schools receive 
International School Award accreditation 
nationwide. This includes a wide range 
of schools from a variety of different 
backgrounds and areas across the UK. 


The Award is now available worldwide 

in Countries such as India, Sri Lanka, 
Egypt, Lebanon, Cyprus and Pakistan as 
pant of the British Council's Connecting 
Classrooms programme. Around 4000 
International School Awards have been 
presented to successful schools in the UK 
since the scheme began in 1999. 


The ISA encourages and supports 

schools to develop: 

e An international ethos embedded 
throughout the school 

¢ A moajority of pupils within the school 
impacted by and involved in 
international work 


¢ Collaborative Curriculum-based work 
with a number of partner schools 


¢ Curriculum-based work across a range 
of subjects 


e Year-round international activity 
¢ Involvement of the wider community 
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Another 1600 bulbs have been planted as 
well as winter planting in all the tubs and 
two old wheelbarrows. By the spring, the 
telephone box from Blackmoor Lane will be 
refurbished, planted up and moved to a 
new site in the village. 


The two cherry trees and planters erected 
with money from Nottakwire are looking 
good, withstanding some strong winds and 
a freak hail storm in September. 


saplings donated by the Woodland Trust 
have been planted down at the cross roads 
outside the off licence. 


We are very grateful to Linden Homes for a 
donation of £1000 to redesign the triangle 
of ground at the Kennylands and Peppard 
Road junction. Gail Noble of Noble Intentions 
has drawn up a suitable plan for the site 

and James Sadler of Brook Landscaping has 
given us a most generous discount for the 
erection of a raised flower bed. 


However, we have had to scale back our 
activities due to lack of ‘hands-on’ support. 
We meet on the first Sunday and the third 
Thursday of every month at 10am outside 
the Village Hall. It is always a lively and 
social event and you do not have to be an 
experienced gardener to take part. Please 
consider helping us even if you cannot 
make a regular commitment. 


CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY 
phillipstilbury@gmail.com 
0118 972 1058 








PICTURE FRAMING 
SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP 
‘Work carried out for local gallery 
Complete framing service 
Canvases stretched 


Mounts cut for existing frames 
Old photographs restored 

Local collection/ delivery 
Contact Colm Ward 0118 9722075 


Advertise in the 
sonningcommon magazine 


Delivered to 1,850 addresses 


Prices from just £25 per issue 
for an advert this size 


pYe¥acs\ei an ce) a (olere] MOL alstsiexs 
elalemeaclelsvaalsia 





Call John Pearman to find out more on 0118 972 2381 
or email advertising @sonningcommonmagazine.org 


/ 


Byways DYantelM@arlentec 


Quality Care Dedicated Team 


+ All aspects of general dentistry 

+ Teeth whitening and cosmetics 

+ NE 18 for children & anyone in 
full-time education 

+ Affordable payment plans 

+ Flexible opening times 


f . 
5 imple ree col PR Practice 





Viain St, Checkendon, RGR OSP Tel 01491 680412 





Byways Dental 


Oak | Crave 
Garden’ Services 


LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT) 
FENCING * TURFING « PATIOS * HEDGING 
WATER FEATURES 


James Watkins 


‘Oak Grove’ * 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH 
Telephone: 0118 972 2659 


-PEPPARD BUILDING SUPPLIES 


Telephone: Kidmore End 0118 972 2028 


EVERYTHING FOR THE 
HANDYMAN & BUILDER 


Bishopsland Farm « Peppard Road 
Dunsden = RG4 9NR 





Computer Problems? 


Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected? 


Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, 
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning, 
Networking, Broadband and much more. 


Call Robin Piercey 


at Influential Computers on 


01491 680036 


or visit www.influentialcomputers.com 





G RAHAMS Painting & Decorating — Fascias & Soffits 
MAINTENANCE Door & Window Fitting — Plumbing 
Fitted Bathrooms — Floor & Wall Tiling — Fencing & Decking 
Wood & Laminate Flooring— Sheds Supplied & Fitted 

Garden Maintenance — Guttering & Flat Roofing etc... 


FREE ESTIMATES 0118 972 3114 


Ceilings «Walls -Dry L Lining « Rendering 
"Pebble Dashing «Patch Repair Work 


“call Jamie on 01189 242861 


Or Email: jicox. plastering ai notman co. uk 





Gan 


eee oe a frcClrfiAns Ss 
Comprehensive cye 
CMIMInAions 
Full contuet lens service 
Free specs for children 


Extensive range of 
designer frames 


Ninin agent for “7ciss 
and Rodenstock lenses 


Free pourking 


0118 947 2099 


A robinjames. cc. tak 





Church St, Claversham, Reading (opposite Wimtrose) 


C. JONES 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 
All aspects of Plumbing & 
Heating work undertaken. 
TELEPHONE: 
0118 972 3394 
MOBILE: 
0771 110 9077 





Tel: 0118 972 33 80 
Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road 
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 9JT 
www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0116 972 10 02 


Time 4 Pilates = | 


Want to look and feel great!! 
Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise 


Classes in Sonning Common area 
Including Ante and Post Natal 


Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays 
Beginners and Intermediates 
Max 12 in Group (6 in Pregnancy classes) 
Private sessions also available 


Christine Brook — Member of Body Control Pilates Association 
Ring OF 789 71701? or email chrisaitime4tpilates.co.uk 
Website at www.time qplates, co.uk 


ALLAREAS COVERED 


BONNER LOCKSMITHS 
INSURANCE APPROVED 
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (as3621) 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS«BARS 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE | 
CALL OUT SERVICE, 


_-— - | FULL MEMBER 
0149) 680216 ce cocks 
| CRESTWELL HOUSE QSSRSy 
Beech Lane, ROAUPA @® Woodcote Sr. Reading 
PROPRIETOR: S.J. BONNER 





WILCOM 
SYSTEMS 


® 
Experts in Telecoms, Computers, Electrical, & Alarms 


Telephone Extension Sockets, Line Faults 
Telephone Systems, Home & Office 

Computer, Broadband, Internet, ADSL Services 
Electrical Installations, Sockets, Lights, 

Fuse Boards and Rewires 

Intruder Alarm Systems, Wired & Wireless 


Call Andrew Willis on 
01491 681197 or 07831 377785 
www.wilcom-systems.co.uk 


‘}/// curtains, \\\\ 
'// // BLINDS, PELMETS\\\ \ \ | 
}/// TIEBACKSETC. \\\ 
ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 
CALL CAROLINE ON 
0118 954 2448 


OR 
0o781 561 OOO7 


O11 $9 972 $980 
24 PEPPARD ROAD 
: SONNING COMMON 
10% OFF with THis voucHErR 
CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM 


CUTS - £10.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00 
CUTS & BLOW DRY - £10.00 RESTYLE - £15.00 
SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00 





1. Water your tree daily as dehydrated trees 
are much more likely to catch fire. 

2. Place your tree away from a fireplace, 
heater or candles and doorways that are 
emergency exits 

3. Breakable ornaments need to be on 
higher branches above children or 
animals 

4. Light sets need to be approved for indoor 
use. Also check that there are 
no loose wires or frayed cables. 

5. Turn all tree lights off before you go to bed 
or when you go out or put them 
on timers. 


We have received our Housing Survey Report 
from Oxfordshire Rural Community Council. 
354 were returned to ORCC, a response 

rate of 24%. THANK YOU for making time to 
complete your survey questionnaire. The 36 
page report gives a detailed breakdown to all 
39 survey questions and in discussion we are 
deciding how best to factor it into our NDP. 


Major concerns expressed in your returns 
were the lack of affordability of new homes, 
the need for social housing and the lack of 
suitable homes semis, terraced housing and 
semi-detached bungalows. 40 respondents 
said they needed a new home in Sonning 
Common. Types of ownership desired were 
— owner occupation, shared ownership and 


STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS.. 
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6. Once the tree starts turning brown or 
shedding needles it is time for it to go. 
Recycle if you can as they are not part of 
the normal rubbish collection unless you 
pay for a brown bin when you can leave 
your tree alongside to be collected. 


affordable rented homes via a Housing 
Association. 


Julia Whitelaw, Linda Collison, Helen Lewis 
and Carole Lewis have collated the 135 site 
survey reports and 100's of photos. A fantastic 
effort by them and all of you, and greatly 
appreciated by the NDP working party. THANK 
YOU everybody and also for the landscape 
and village character surveys. A total of 178 
surveys have been returned to date. 


FEEDBACK meetings to be held in February 


A traffic task group has been set up, chaired 
by Craig Henderson and are assessing traffic 
and parking problems in the village. 


. STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS... STOP PRESS 

























This year s effort has raised a record £9 million so far, and one of the events was held at the 
home of Fiona Cooper in Sonning Common. Her very good friend Jo Kiroy died this summer 
from cancer and she wanted to do something to help the charity which had helped Jo and her 
family so much, along with the local GP surgery. 


Inspired by Jo's love of books and their book club, Fiona asked that everyone bring a book they 
no longer needed. These were displayed for others to take, for a donation to the charity fund, 
£275 was raised. A fine array of cakes and 
scones were brought along and lots of Cups 
of tea and coffee were consumed. 







We had a cake stall — thanks fo all the donations from all the bakers. Even those who 
couldn't make it dropped a donation or raffle prize to me. We had a raffle and a squares 
game and plenty of tea and coffee. 


Penny Snowden was a great help. Last year my ceiling fell down in my lounge a few 
weeks before the Macmillan and so we had it at her house...she is an angel. 


Although everyone thanks me each 
year for doing it...if wouldn't be a 
success without everyone supporting 
it....We live in such a lovely village 
where everyone pulls together. We 
raised £310.70 and considering 
money is tight for everyone at the 
moment, | think that is a great total for 
a few coffees and cake being sold! 


Over the years we have probably 
raised £3,000 or more. 








Call My Driver 


Friendly & Reliable , a 
Taxi Service vn 
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Shaun Guard Stafford & Son 
TV AERIAL SERVICES Local Garden & Building 


Maintenance Services 
(© Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied 


(© TVs - Hung on your wall for you. Also supplied & tuned Offering services in all aspects of gar- 


den and sronnds maintenance, be it 


(© Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!) large or small, 
(© Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV Interior and exterior buildine mainite- Andrew Statford 
nance, including gutter repairs and 
Call Henley-on Thames 01491 699114 Clearing. CallO149T 642191 
General handyman /“man with van" = Mobo7soaas0157 
A part of -Z= OXFORD AERIALS services. All jobs considered at competi- 


five rates. 





Family Hairdressing DK Builders _ 
any age & any style 


alo \/lave Mm i<-re(e MN (e)(om \"(o)'{-\-wmm \(- a o-1(o)(-m (ol U Mam laa ial- mJ 0laalaal-l 6 


Ao CMY(~ aval (cl-la lh (om (-roloM al-lm(el(-\me)i(-)ilale me late mere] a : | Ree = | 
ar .....and all in the comfort of your BRICKLAYING, EXTENSIONS, 
VAY, ake)al=<1i\Vaye VM lime |(o Male) me|tye|e)ele)lals own home .GARDEN WALLS, PATIOS ETC 


ST-1 lal heal oP a (la leza eo lgicym se (elele|(omK-)a-\Uc-m(-\e\(-mal CMU I~ mere) 0) al(- meme (om como] mmm-le) e)al(-a) 


THE GIRL felt LE FT oy aM celicminilomez=)anavelamacelavecme|avemial-Mat-n\' Mm \Coanlantelale(elalmel-ere)aal-c me) eky-\ii-1em Ula Ri n £ IMI a U ree n O n > 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


eo [ello] (ok ole) aice|| me) mle) ©)a)(- Mam | Me Mele lale(-1(o] Ue) os\-11)(e)a Mma) (oral (-1e [el Mye) eo) al(-m emit 


BEHIND WT aaiallnre CoM oX-M(-lUlalic-xe MILAM maleciete late p CAVERSHAM, READING O7951736745 
i 0118 972 1074 ONS 3759407 


by Jojo Moyes Zeya Volcom Com a\-reliNMeoMex-lalUlavmelc-1melateMial-MolelaicolimarelavecMeamia\-Me]| Ke) Mm M\Vacm ol-ye|(ele)aap 
| y-Weliimicolaamal-1m\celUlave maletjofe late mmm ol-1(e)(-MalM-o lime lacomelaiiiaat=)\ael-veliap 


NM AoW Lela olicm allie NAMIC {evel (=Ye Mm MIMe of-\I(-1cMe lave Male\iucelllate Mate] eleliat-cmel(MUlate(-lminlicoin laa Caw k T 








Op gunningplumbing.com 
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The Vat-Mileim exelams-ym ams (elm coldamacelaver-micecmateclaMe lave Melalcolce)iViaremelate MYcele RezelUl(oMe||paleymi-\-) Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything! 


Gi rl You TatsMerel(e Relate Mcets(-MiaX-Walllare(-miatolme)e)al(eMelateM at-miclanliNmcialeUlccver All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior. ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING, HEATING, & GAS WORK 
: . H & | 


Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical, 


Lett Behi nd TAM ENaM Zo) ie MB ZolU Morell (eM i-v-1May-1m evel aMlaM (essiaveMar-Um all ciexe lave Melate Maley Mal- mex (Vala ial-) : Wondwork, Glazing 3 INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES 
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Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration 
Micrel Mi mei mal(elajmes-1ce)(-m Mui-lalm ced y(-1-) oMe lave Mam iat-Manve)caliarem of-1(e)(-m meleymeleMiValio aman yin for older properties, CAVERSHAM BASED 
three children under the age of ten, means not only was it an excellent read, it was Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished. GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEER 


JO)QO MOYES Glcoaimiracicl: il Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing, SERVING READING & THE SURROUNDING AREA 
Hedge and Tree Cutting. 3 


GDI adel i Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance 
No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates 


07752 759908 


CALL ANDREW ON 07815 304 931 


www.gunningplumbing.com 





South Chiltern Choral Society it 


Hallelujah! 
~ It's Christmas 


Christmas music 
from Handel's 


Messiah 


** 









Hallelujah chorus 
%** 
Modern carols 
& Christmas songs 
~ choir & soloists 
K** 
Carols for choir 
and audience 

KEK 
lan Westley ~ organ 


Conductor Gwyn Arch 


Lisa Wilson ~ soprano Lindsay Bramley ~ mezzo-soprano 
Adam Kowalczyk ~ tenor Stephen Holloway ~ bass 


Sat 15th December 9012 at 7.30 pm Tickets £12 (U18s £6) 
Sun 16th December 2012 at 2pm including interval refreshments! 
Chiltern Edge School, Reades Lane, from Mary Esslemont 0118 987 4346 
Sonning Common RG4 OLN or via our website ~ 


sam southeniternchoralsociety-O7dUK 


Registered Charity no. 297583 
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Wednesday 5 Decembet at 8pm 


Mystery drama Ep, 


Led by Jill and Roget Kendall © 
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ro AS) meets in the Peppard Memorial ell 
from 7:30pm to 9pm. 
Guests are welcome free of charge fo) modell 
first TWO meetings in PEE 


sg January 2013 


Graham Talbot, a well known horticulturist, growing fo lave! 
Py a\leliiase) vegetables for over 30 years. Come and select 
your seed varieties for the coming season. 





12 February 2013 


Les Cooper who will stretch our horticultural knowledge Ce) 
the limit. 
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Floor Levelling & Plastering 
Free Estimates & Advice 








AVIA 


LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 


www.avialandscapes.co.uk 


¢ Design and Build * Maintenance * Brickwork 
¢ Patios * Decking » Water Features ° Irrigation 
«Fencing ° Plant Supply. 


T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk 


COLLINS, DRYLAND 
THOROWGOOD LLP 
SOLICITORS 


12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU 


Please contact Mrs Wendy Holmes 
(formerly of our Sonning Common Office) 


Telephone: C 01491 572323 


e a 5 — i va } \f al } al Y 7 Ac (7 | y)( | } ) te | = ( ] r Lf ay if 2 | C ) A 


Bathroom Suites, Toilets, Basins 
Showers, Radiators and Repairs 
Full Interior & 

Exterior Decorating MC COUTTOREE 
Wallpapering WITH THIS ADVER’ 





TEXTUREPLUS. ~~ 


*" 


Free Estimates 
Interior & Exterior Decorating 
Plastering, Artexing, & Coving 
Solving Artex problems /Floor & wall Tiling 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, and P Certified Electrician 
COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
CBT Registered /30 Years Experience /NHBC Awarded 
Adrian Brown 
Tel: 0118 9721442/Sonning Common/Mobile: 07880 542363 
Email: textureplus.adrian@btopenworld.com 
Website: www.textureplus.co.uk 





| have known Jason since his daughter 
Anouska — this magazine's starry junior editor 
— and my daughter Katie became friends at 
Kidmore End pre-school. | could not count 
the number of times he and | have stood in 
the playground at Kidmore End chewing the 
fat and addressing the problems of the world. 


When Jason first told me about his work, | 
was, | confess, a trifle sceptical. It did not help 
that | am an ignoramus when it comes to 

the visual arts, and that he is by nature a very 
modest fellow, so when he talked about it, it 
didn’t sound either glamorous or spectacular; 


the way he put if, rather like being a plumber 
or jobbing gardener. 


| maintained my somewhat disdainful view 
of Jason’s talents until a little affer my sixtieth 
birthday. The occasion was celebrated at 
The Unicorn, wnere Jason spent his time 
prowling with his camera, leaving the 

social stuff to his extraordinarily sweet and 
gorgeous wife, Adele. A couple of weeks 
later they came round with a magnificent 
book made up of the best of the pictures he 
had taken that day. They were the most vivid 
and revealing and beautiful photographs 

| had ever seen, and they provoked a big 
lump in my throat and a rapid revising of my 
assessment of Jason. 


He also did me an enormous favour by 
agreeing to take the pictures to illustrate my 
book about the A303 — an unprecedented 
assignment for him, as in his professional 

life he makes a point of limiting himself to 
photography from the air. As with everything 
he does, the quality was terrific. 


Jason is something of a local lad, having 
been brought up in Burghfield and sent to 
school at Leighton Park in Reading (probably 
kinder to him to draw a discreet veil over his 
academic achievements.) He studied art 
and photography in London, and embarked 
up his career path by taking to the air 

in a micro-light. After a few months he 
exchanged this for a hired helicopter, and 
since then he has never looked back. 





But it is impossible to keep him out of the sky 
for long — when | bumped into him in the pub 
last night, he had recently returned from a 
series of flights that had taken him over Malta, 
Lisbon, Budapest and Prague. 


Earlier this summer he received an accolade 
that most photographers can only dream of 
— a front cover for the National Geographic 
magazine. It shows the Olympic Stadium at 
night, a dazzling visual symphony of blue, 
gold, silver, green and red, spilling a molten 
stream of light across the capital. 


Jason’s passions in life are his family — Adele, 
Anouska and sons Zac and Finn — and his 
camera. On the surface he and | have very 
little in common; yet oddly enough I'd be 
as happy to spend time in his company as 
with anyone around. And (but please don't 
tell him this) | am actually more than a little 
impressed by what he has achieved. 





In focus 


Living life to 
the full... 
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You’re never too old to have fun 
and do interesting things. Sonning 
Common has plenty of active 
80-year-olds, who refuse fo let 
age get in the way of what they 
want to do, and good community 
organisations to support them. 
Ros Varnes went to meet some of 
our more active seniors to find out 
where they get their zest for life. 
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Playing a part 

One of Elizabeth Foster’s pleasures 
in life is to go to the pub once a 
month to do a play reading. 


she meets with Chiltern Players at The 
Reformation in Gallowstree Common. They 
buy a drink at the bar and then go into 

the conservatory to read parts from plays 
including Agatha Christie murder mysteries 
and Noel Coward favoutites. 


Elizabeth, who is 87, and lives in Elm Close, 
says: “It’s great fun. We try to pick play plays 
with plenty of parts so that everybody can 
have a go.” 


she also loves reading, especially 
autobiographies, and doing crossword 
puzzles. “I've still got my marbles so | need to 
use them,” she says. 


Elizabeth is involved with the Sonning 
Common Society and is on the Church 
Council for the parish churches of Christ the 
King in Sonning Common and St John the 
Baptist in Kidmore End. 


she sings with Nottakwire and is busily 
preparing for Christmas concerts as one of the 
group's inner core. She also enjoys Sonning 
Common Luncheon Club meetings once a 
month and is a regular FISH bus passenger. 


Elizabeth received a warm welcome when 
she moved to Sonning Common from 
Newbury in 1999, “Right from the start | found 
that people were very friendly and would 
always say, ‘Hello’, in the street. 


“| think that what we have in this village is just 
amazing. We hardly need to go out of the 
village for our daily needs. There are also a 
lot of wonderful voluntary groups here like the 
luncheon club and the Village Gardeners.” 


Elizabeth has two sons, five grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren, the youngest of 
whom lives in Emmer Green and is less than 

a year old. 


Elizabeth Foster, who, at 87, is 


actively involved with village life 





Those fruit and veg just keep on 
growing! 

Never one fo sit down, eighty-one- 
year-old Dennis Burchett finds he is 
busier now than he ever was when 
he was working. 

A gardening enthusiast, Dennis, from Farm 
Close, is always at his allotment - up to three 


times a day in the summer. “Il always want to 
be there, even on a wet day,” he says. 


There's plenty of digging, planting, pruning 
and harvesting to be done, of course. But, in 
between times, he enjoys nothing better than 


getting together with a few of his gardening 
buddies at the allotments. They go into a 
shed, make a brew and sit around setting the 
world to rights and teasing one another. 


“It is nice there to have a chat with different 
people. We have a laugh and pick the world 
apart,” says Dennis. 


The former Reading bus driver has kept his 
allotment in Gallowstree Common, opposite 
The Reformation pub, for more than 35 years. 
Doing so has kept him remarkably fit and 
active. 


Dennis recalls how he took part in a study 
conducted by Sonning Common Health 
Centre when he was in his mid-7Os. His activity 
was monitored over a seven-day period. He 
was judged to have been one of the fittest 
people in the study with a physical age of 
more than 10 years less than his actual age. 


Dennis, who retired at 65, was born on a 
farm in Sussex and his love of nature and the 
countryside has remained with him alll his life. 


When he isn't gardening he enjoys fishing and 
sometimes catches a bus to Windsor with a 
mate to have a doddle around and watch 
the world go by. 


Dennis and his wife Carole have two sons and 
lived in Ashford Avenue for 37 years before 
moving to Farm Close three years ago. 


Still going strong 

As Michael Twyman approaches his 
eightieth birthday his career is still 
flourishing. 


Michael, aged 78, is Professor emeritus of 
Typography & Graphic Communication at 
the University of Reading, where he teaches 
postgraduate students from all over the 
world. 


He is also chair of the National Printing 
Heritage Trust, vice president of the Printing 
Historical Society, a council member of 

the Eohemera Society, and director of the 
Centre for Eohemera Studies at the University. 


Already the author of over a dozen books, 
Michael's next - on the history of chromo- 
lithography (a kind of colour printing) - is 

to be published by the British Library in the 
Autumn. Writing it has been a 20-year labour 
of love, according to his wife, Pauline. 


she says: “There is never a second when 
Mike is not thinking about lithography. 

We spend most of our summer holidays 
searching out pieces of printing of one kind 
or another. Luckily, it interests me too.” 


The couple met while students at the 
University of Reading where they both studied 
fine art. Pauline specialized in painting and 
Michael printmaking and design. The couple 
have lived in the same home in Grove Road 
for 53 years, where they brought up their 
three children. 


An accomplished artist and art teacher, 
Pauline, aged 77, has recently had a solo 
exhibition of her paintings and drawings at 
the Old Fire Station gallery in Henley. 


A former teacher, she retired from Sonning 
Common Primary School in 1999. For many 





years she led art workshops at the centre 

for adult learning at Chiltern Edge School, 
but now runs her own classes for the same 
groups in Christ the King hall on Fridays. In 
addition, she has been running literature 
appreciation sessions in the village, on behalf 
of the WEA (Workers Educational Association), 
for about 40 years. 


Pauline also organises occasional coach 
trios to art exhibitions in London, the next one 
being to the Manet exhibition at the Royal 
Academy in February. 


says Pauline: “We are very active and terribly 
lucky with our health. Mike has had a new hip 
but is as busy as ever.” 


As Michael puts it: “It gets harder and 
everything takes longer and | find | have to 
pace myself and plan more. But if you keep 
going, you keep going.” 


Getting involved with local life 


At the age of 87 Duncan Ruegg 
prefers riding his bike to walking 
around the village. 


He has a bad ankle, which can make 
walking painful, so it is easier for him to get 
around on his bike. 


“| have been cycling all my life, since | was 
three,” said Duncan. “| used to cycle to work 
every day and | still enjoy it.” 


Duncan and his wife Nora are firmly of the 
opinion that if you are well enough to get out 
and about, then you should. 


The couple moved to Wood Lane from 
Norfolk two years ago to be closer to their 
daughter Alison Bishop, who lives in 
Baskerville Road, and their son who resides 
in West London. 


since then they have joined a range of local 
groups and have become immersed in 
village life. 


A keen singer and former member of Ipswich 
Choral Society, Duncan now supports 
Nottakwire while Nora is a member of the 
local WI. They are both regular attendees of 
sonning Common Luncheon Club and are 
full of praise for the volunteers who suppor it. 


Said Duncan: “We were loathe to leave 
Norfolk because we were really very 
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happy there but we have been amazed 
at the welcome we have received in 
sonning Common. 


“The people here are so friendly and all of 
the organisations so welcoming that we 
are really very happy living in Sonning 
Common now.” 


Nora, who describes herself as, “Only 81”, 
said that all of their neighbours had done a 
marvellous job of helping them to settle in. 


The couple, who celebrated their Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary in September, met 

as members of the Territorial Army (TA) 
many years ago. Duncan joined the TA 
when his war-time service came to an end 
and Nora joined because she was looking 
for adventure. 


During the Second World War, Duncan was 
conscripted into the mines under the Bevin 
scheme and worked there for three-and-a- 
half years between the ages of 18 and 21. 


In later life he became a chemical engineer 
and worked with ICI for 34 years while Nora, 
who is good with numbers, had accounting 
roles throughout her working life. 


she joked: “When | was 19 or 20 | saw a 
fortune-teller wno said | would handle lots 
of money in my life. She didn’t tell me that it 
would be other people’s!” 


}»Duncan and Nora Ru | 
| fa Rue 
home in Wood Lane aj 


by ROS VARNES 
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Laving life to 


the full ... 


Yet another inspirational story from within our community 


I soent a very enjoyable 
afternoon chatting to Hannah 
Rice who has lived in the village 
all her life. Hannah is now 21 
and has just returned from her 
university graduation ceremony 
in Falmouth, Cornwall. Her 
ambition is to be a Television 
presenter. 


Sounds like just another ordinary girl? 


Well, Hannah was born three months 
prematurely with cerebral palsy, and has 
been mainly in a wheelchair since she 
was about 10 years old. She learnt to swim 
at a young age and does this regularly 

for exercise. Hannah went to Valley 

Road Nursery in Henley from 2 2 until 
starting school. This is part of Bishooswood 


of dance...... so she went to TVU Reading 
where she was accepted on the same 
course and after two years of hard work 
passed with a Triple Distinction. 


Initially, Hannah wanted her next step to 
be to find a course in a drama school. 
However, she had already found that there 
were few roles available to wheelchair 
users. She decided to try a different path 
and applied for a BA course in Digital 
Media at University College, Falmouth. The 
course leader was very encouraging and 
Hannah enrolled and moved south. 


Hannan had to live in the University halls 
throughout her stay with the support of 
a Personal Assistant. Access around the 
campus was poor and meant she was 
less independent. Having been spoiled 
by the fantastic bus service to Reading 
where the floors drop for wheelchair 


Tea CRETE RATE HOA 


CARPET FITTER 


Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 

Measuring, Estimating & Planning 
Carpets *« Vinyl « Amtico « Kamdean 


MICHAEL HODGSON 


TEL: 0118 901 1777 / MOB: 07841 586003 





WOKE A Set in an idyllic village location, our 

. “t= small, friendly pre-school creates a 
ea very special environment for children 

=~ | vl s* guided by a team of highly qualified, 

| | _ caring staff. Please contact us for details. 


ra ales ve registrar®keps.co.uk 














Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc 
Richard McQuillan BDS 

e Your local family friendly practice 

e Routine general dentistry 

e Affordable dental plans with Denplan 

e Children seen on the NHS 

e Tooth whitening 

e Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 

e Ample free parking 

Now taking on new patients 

Saturday and evening appointments available 
HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES ... 
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SB SMART BLINDS & SHUTTERS LTD 
Perfection by Design 


ayperea 








Family run business that cares Fantastic range of samples 
All made to your exact needs _—_- Free quotation & fitting 


‘Why are we so different? Because we love what we do! 


Showroom: 118 Henley Road, Caversham, RG4 6DH 
0118 950 9449 www.smartblinds.org 


PODIATRY CLINIC 


Professional treatment & advice for your feet 
Contact 
Heidi Snookes-Owen 


With excellent links to 
Kidmore End Primary School 
and only 5 minutes from 
Caversham, Sonning Common, 


Special School and they have expert 

helo available for soecial needs children. 
Hannah then attended Sonning Common 
Primary School until her final primary year 
which was mostly soent at the Pet Institute 
in Hungary for rehabilitation following 
surgery on her hips. Hannah had to spend 
time in Hungary on and off until she was 
about 15. 








access, Hannah was frustrated by the 
lack of access provision in Cornwall. She 
became involved in the local community 
radio and led a debate on BBC radio 
Cornwall on the county's transport and 
access issues, which led to the local bus 
company appearing on air and offering 
to try and help. 


PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST 
Pep B.Sc., D.Pod.M., S.R.Ch., M.Ch.S. 

uve Fi HPC REGISTERED 
Ofsted ¥ 


HESS | sexist tens 0118 972 4742 





Hannah graduated from Falmouth with 
a First Class Degree in Digital Media. She 
is now temporarily living back at home 

in the village and contacting major 
broadcasting corporations, in an effort to 
promote disability in the media sector. 


Her secondary education was at 
Wallingford as it was more accessible than 
the local schools. If was not very easy 

for her as she had no friends who went to 
that school, and she suffered from some 
bullying while there. The school predicted 
her to get mainly D's in her GCSEs, but 
Hannah was made of stern stuff, and 
proved them all wrong by achieving Bs 
and C's! 


Admissions fo primary or infant ewer tests 


Facare tet 


ies [foltininacoltivrelt 


school september 20] 3 04 www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Children born between 1 September 2008 and 31 August 2009 


Now Hannah needs some inspiration 
on her next path and a role in media — 
maybe the new Digital Youtube age will 
bring some opportunities? 





YWVorking for you 


15 January 2013 


Closing date for on time admissions 
Good Luck Hannah ... Thank you for 


sharing your story and hopefully it will 
inspire others too. 


After auditioning at Henley College for a 
BIEC national diploma in Performing Arts 
Hannah was told that she could not do it 
there as the course modules involved lots by CHRISTINE ATKINSON 


Parents/carers must apply by this date, online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions or on paper from the school 


16 April 2013 
Letters offering places will be sent second class post or for those who applied on line, by email 
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Around this time an old pal in Scotland 
tentatively mentioned the possibility of 
cycle touring as a fun way to explore 

some Scottish islands. So, setting any 
procrastinations aside, | bought a new bike 
and committed myself to ‘get fit’ in three 
weeks so that our cycle tour could coincide 
with an island jazz festival. 


| set myself a tough schedule with rides 
at least five times a week covering up to 
35 miles on some days. My target was 

to climb the toughest hills on the Chiltern 
ridge. In doing so | rediscovered our local 
countryside and fell in love with if. 


Living here in Sonning Common since 
1978, | was aware of the Chilterns, but 
didn't understand their geography or 
realise how special they are. Ordnance 
Survey's Explorer sheet 171 defines the 
area as being roughly bounded by Goring, 
Wallingford, the M40 and Henley-on- 
Thames. 


There are few main roads but hundreds of 
narrow, minor roads that we usually avoid in 
our cars. Communities are mostly hamlets, 
and much of the countryside is managed 
by large estates with tenant farmers. 
Woodland abounds, and the whole area Is 
blessed with an abundance of bridlepaths 
and footpaths, many more than in most 
rural districts. 


The area is crossed by the Ridgeway, the 
swan’s Way and the Icknield Way as well as 
more recent creations like the Chiltern Way, 
the Chilterns Cycleway, Sustrans Route 5 
and the Oxfordshire Way. 


| managed to get fit enough to enjoy my 
island tour of Arran, Islay, Jura and Bute. By 
the time | returned from holiday, | was a 
confirmed convert to cycling. 


Local bridleways drew my interest, so | 
invested in a mountain bike to explore 
them properly. Since then | have travelled 
all over the area covered by sheet 171, 
marking off tracks and bridleways with a 
yellow highlighter as | ride or walk them. 
Over six months, hundreds of separate 
marks aopeared on my map. 


One grey day | rode 38 miles from our 
village, almost entirely off-road. | went up 
to Aston Rowant and back on bridlepaths 
and tracks. | was treated to stunning 
scenery, almost total peace and my only 
companions were deer, rabbits, birds 
and squirrels. 


My route took me up through leafy 
Kingwood Common, skirting Stoke Row, via 
the cool green beech woods, then across 
the busy Nettlebed to Wallingford Road at 
Nuffield to Park Corner, then down through 
the woods to the Swans Way. | climbed 

on to the Ridgeway past Watlington and 
continued up the ridge to the Aston Rowant 
nature reserve, 


My route home took me through Northend 
and forest and farmland to Pishill with many 
fine vistas to Turville on the way. | continued 
on through Russell's Water, the Warburg 
Nature Reserve and Catslip before finally 
emerging, via the Highmoor Estate woods, 
near Satwell. It was a long ride, taking nearly 
five hours, and | wouldn't recommend it to 
anyone who is not fit. But isn’t it wonderful to 
have such a route on our doorstep? 


At least once a week now, the boots go on 
and my wife and | also walk the footpaths. 
There are many nice walks around our 
village, but a few minutes in the car to 

a village car park such as those at Stoke 
Row, Bix or Hambleden opens up many 


more scenic possibilities. There are 4,900 
protected rights of way in the Chilterns. 


Until | had a motive to get out there more, 

| didn't fully appreciate the wonderful 
Chiltern countryside that is on our doorstep. 
Do you? Have you really explored it? 

It’s a veritable paradise for walking and 
particularly for cycling. It’s safe, quiet, 
peaceful, very beautiful and great fun to 
explore in depth. It's not too challenging 
either, so it’s a great ‘back to fitness’ 
training ground. 


| have since cycle-toured the Outer 
Hebrides, Skye, Mull, Brittany and last year 
went cycle camping to Normandy with 

a tiny tent. The other good news is that | 
have lost weight and my blood pressure, 
cholesterol and resting pulse rate have 
all fallen, taking me out of the diabetes 
danger zone. 


Without the care and attention of our 
excellent health centre, | would not be 
where | am now health wise, | wouldn't 
have discovered a new interest and had 
many attendant adventures. So, my sincere 
thanks to Dr Andrew Burnett and his team. 


Hopefully this has whetted your appetite 
to get out there and discover more of the 
Chilterns. See you in the woods! 
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DO 


A wise man knows his limitations, 
and | am wise now in the matter 
of DIY. 


Forty years ago | bought my first house, 
a Victorian terraced cottage in Windsor. 
| slapped white emulsion on every wall, 
but in a moment of madness | decided to 
paper the kitchen ceiling before painting it. 


| slapped paste on a strip of lining paper, 
ascended my step-ladder and began by 
trying to stick the middle of the strip to the 
surface and work outwards. It fell down 

on top of me so | tried starting at one end 
and working back, but my arms were six 
feet too short. By the time | abandoned the 
exercise there was more glue on me than 
on the lining paper. 


Paris 


™ The Parish Council has appointed 
Linda Collison as deputy clerk. 
Her main role will be managing 
projects and activities approved by 
the Council, including the parish 
website. 


™ Leigh Rawlins has been co-opted 
onto the council and will specialise 
in planning issues. 


™ Both the parish clerk and the 
deputy are working towards 
their Certificate in Local Council 
Administration. 


© A brainstorming session was held 
by councillors on 29 October to 


When we moved into our present house 
in Wood Lane there was a need for 
shelves. No problem, | cried. Leave it to 
me. A mistake, as it turned out. 


| cut some MDF shelves to fit an alcove 
and set about screwing in the raw plugs 
to support the uprights. The plugs went in 
very easily, and there were some curious 


sounds from within the wall which | ignored. 


As | placed the last book in the last soace 
on the last shelf, the whole lot came away 
from the wall, burying me in books and 
bringing down most of the rotten plaster 
as well. 


It was a bad moment, but | was 
undaunted (or just stupid). The next project 
was my study. This time my blunder was 
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consider future plans and projects 
and availability of grants. 


®™ The parish council is supporting the 
French twinning association's first 
event on the 17 November. 


® A grant of £150 was agreed for the 
erection of a live Christmas tree 
outside the village hall 


™ Work has finished on the new 
car park behind the Co-Op. The 
silver birches which were reaching 
the end of their life have been 
removed and 5 new spaces have 
been made. 





to put the two uprights ridiculously close 
together, so that when the shelves were 
loaded with books they drooped at either 
end so that the books fell off. 


After that | gave up DIY in favour of 
destroying things — burning bonfires, cutting 
hedges and grass, chopping wood and so 
on. These days, instead of DIY, my mantra 
is GSI - Get Someone In. 


™ The clerk is still trying to make 
contact with the owners of the 
land behind One Stop for future 
consideration as additional parking 
spaces. It is noted that the tarmac 
recently laid at the front of the store 
is already breaking up. 


M™ Clirs Lewis, Stoves and Kedge are 
waiting for quotations from three 
contractors for the roller park. 


© At the allotments, there will be 
a driveway, fencing and some 
relocation of plots to allow 
better access. 


COUNCILLOR CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY 


Church news 


CHRIST THE KING, 
SONNING COMMON 


ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, 
KIDMORE END 








We extend our thanks to all who 
supported our Christmas Fair, 

24 November, the proceeds 

of which went to Kidmore End 
School and both churches. 


And so our thoughts turn 

to Christmas itself, the 
commemoration of Christ’s 
nativity. 


Details of our services, to which 
everyone is welcome, are listed 
here. 


The candlelit service of Carols 
and Readings at St John’s, 

is always popular (with the 
congregation getting their 
chance to have a good sing!) 
and will be held, this year, at 
7.30pm on Friday 21 December. 





For many years now we have 
supported the Children’s Society 
with our candlelit Christingle 
services. This celebration 
originated in the Moravian 
church, with a lighted candle set 


in an orange, representing Christ 
as the Light of the World. 


Our first Christingle service this 
year is at St John’s Church on 
Sunday 9 December and the 
second is on Christmas Eve at 
Christ the King Church. Each 
child attending is presented with 
a Christingle which makes a 


tasteful table centre on Christmas 
Day. Both services commence at 


4.30pm . It’s a lovely way to start 
Christmas; you don’t have to be 
a regular church-goer to attend, 
but be sure to come early for a 
good seat because this, foo, is a 
popular service. The collection 

is donated to The Children’s 
society, the organisation which 
does so much to help homeless 
and other needy children and 
young adults. 


The annual Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity is held between 
18 and 25 January, each year. 
Look out for details of a local 
ecumenical service to mark this 
occasion. 


Our clergy and church 
members wish the Editor and all 
readers a Happy Christmas. 


Christmas Services 

Friday 21 December 

7.30pm 

Service of Carols and Readings, 
at St John’s 


Monday 24 December 
4.30pm 

Christingle Service, at Christ the 
King 

11.00pm 

Midnight Mass, at St John’s 


Christmas Day 

9.30am 

Family Eucharist with Carols, 
at Christ the King 


10.30am 
Family Eucharist with Carols, 
at St John’s 


Sunday 30 December 
10.30am 

Benefice Eucharist at Christ 
the King 


CHRISTMAS AT ST 
MICHAELS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 


Peppard Road, Sonning Common 


Monday 17 December 

7pm 

Special Service of Reconciliation, 
including a general blessing, 
Exposition and time for individual 
reconciliations. Additional priests 
to assist. 


Monday 24 December 
Christmas Eve 

6pm 

Mass for families with children 


8.30pm 

Christmas Carols, Reading and 
Music followed by “Midnight 
Mass” at 9 pm 


Christmas Day 
10.30am 
Morning Mass 





THE WOMEN’S WORLD 
DAY OF PRAYER 

Friday 1 March 2013 

All are invited 


Groups of Christian churches, 
throughout the world, get 
together each year for a one 
hour service prepared by women 
of different countries. Sonning 
Common is in the Peppard 

and District group and the 
participating churches are the 
Stoke Row Chapel, Springwater 
Congregation Church, Christ 
the King, St John the Baptist and 
All Saints’ CE Churches and St 
Michael’s Catholic Church. 


This year, it is the turn of Christ 
the King CE Church, Sedgewell 
Road, Sonning Common, to host 
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the local service on Friday 1 
March from 2-3 pm. The women 
of France have prepared the 
service and their theme is “I was 
a stranger and you welcomed 
me”. Over 3 million people 
world wide will be praying and 
worshipping together during 

the day, beginning when the 

first service is held in the Queen 
salote Girls’ School in Tonga and 
continuing around the world uniil 
the final service, some 35 hours 
later. By then the day will have 
been celebrated in over 170 
countries and more than 6,000 
services will have been held in 
the British Isles alone. 


Although organised by women, 
this is essentially a day of prayer 
for everybody, demonstrating 
our solidarity with our sisters and 
brothers in other countries and all 
are welcome ito attend. 


Do come along and join us. 
Refreshments will be available 
after the ceremony. Shirley 
Rixon, Secretary, Peppard and 
District WWDP Committee 


FAREWELL TO FATHER 
BOB AND WELCOME TO 


FATHER PAUL 

Our parish priest Father Bob 
Devaney left the parish on 

the 8 November to take up a 
chaplaincy visiting hospitals in 
the Warwick area. We have 
been very privileged to have 
had his services over the past 
few years and wish him all the 
best in for the future. On the 
17 November we welcomed 
Father Paul Rowan, who is also 
a lecturer at St Mary’s College, 
Strawberry Hill. 


Shirley Rixon, St Michael’s 
Parish Pastoral Council | 
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£10.00 or 


your next MoT on production of this voucher 


/« MasterFit servicing es 


youth zone eo 








fam EASTON »jeem, 


— PROPERTYCARE 
* Fully qualified (Part P reg) seesioia 
* Plumbing * Kitchens and bathrooms — Hi Everyone, 


: Landscaping and fencing | can't believe the first term of school has gone by so quickly and it’s nearly 


01 7 8 947 TT 38 Christmas. As | write, Halloween is coming up as well. I'd love to see some 


pictures of you in your Halloween costume. Send a picture of yourself and 


from ate dealer ert ablestvesd. for bie Fa yes Fo 





ANY pric e quoted locally 





like for like. | — 0771 7 295679 a small — of what you're dressed as and I'll put you in the next issue. 
Sonning Sonny Coron, easy wu sonningcenmomaal www.eastonpropertycare.co.uk Happy holidays! 


ANOUSKA 
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SHARP BUILDING SERVICES | abnone reeves 
when you are on holiday or at work D SEARCH 
is CHRISTMAS WOR 
she dee Pea eee oe) Younes ding aaa Fhe ilatatcMelcecemancela miniarecmeneemuviie sees | ga 
, Talla _Here’s just a few of inem:! 
EXTENSIONS smail Pets A perfect Christmas snack. Here is a SUN Rte tee. _ 
Li al hi recipe that will start to get you into the , 
) | Christmas spirit! i 
TILING On Wan he | . i J f SCaf d SSE presents 
Phone Steve on: Puppy Visits din eCeSSXSaNTt a VI stockings 
uTler . 
07887 986446 / 01189 724880 santa 
Please call Alison for further information yeog erin ted sdmtmeohm oes 
Tel 0118 9722948 / 07787 114536 50g caster sugar Uauoaceg t t 
Ve small orange rind : noel 
: : 10 max. clear coloured S h f k r | | S S | xmas 
—— | j : / 1 on 
OP) lyf, se mae givingsl i e|svn 
| ‘<i Ps ta ae | | = . ee o | Makes 12 
Blissful boments le ae ctneseror fio 
~ Indian Head Massage C \ } 1 | eC WHAT TO DO: p festive 
eee Semarre 4 eres 1. _ - a 101 ee a ee line two baking S Qn | Keer fh CI stars 
Suffer from headaches? sneels wiin NON-SICK DAKING Paper. lights 
Need a pamper? Providing a complete property service 2. Cut the butter into small squares, then put into a > eEgnarogeg _ 
Treat yourself or a loved one to an Indian Head Massage and Residential & Probate Valuations MAT se] Eesek AGUA Wes WeTUlelite, Ste IST wales Wes od se. | a S N Q [ S n e r three Kings 





using your finger tips until it looks like fine crumbs. 
Grate the orange rind carefully then stir it into the 


feel the tens1 It i j 
cel the tension melt away Development & Planning Advice 


Gift vouchers available! New Homes Financial Advice aot TOlAAlll\y 
0118 972 1111 - 0782 553 7906 Personal and professional service with 3. Squeeze the mixture together with your hands to o)ale’ else ales 
blissfulmomentsihm@gmail.com in depth local knowledge make a ball. Roll out thinly on a surface dusted with 
flour. Use different shaped biscuit cutters to cut out 


Beville Energy Assessors large shapes and also fo stamp out the middle, then | received a surprise email this month all the 
ut the shapes onto your baking fins. 
Are you looking to save money on your heating bills? a a : g way from Canada! It was from a man called 
Panera net yee ee 4. Re-knead any trimmings left over, roll out and Tim Bigelow. He was looking for some relatives of 
continue cuiting until all the mixture is used. his grandmother’s who he thought might live in 


of Foster Interiors 
. Ni "She Local Soft Furnisher 
ea 
URTAINS 


UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE COVERS 
Made to the highest standards 
from an extensive range of fabrics 
brought to your home. 


Do you have a new Energy Performance Certificate? : . ; 
d a 5. Bake in the oven for 8-10 minutes until pale golden. 


To) al aliate MOxe)anlaatolammaltwmelcolate|aateyial-)m(etme)se)arelal-ve| 
Green Deal? 6. Meanwhile, unwrap the sweets and crush with a ole le[- MMe late Mal mo Oxelatelo(o Kel Mele|-E wm a 


DYoMVolUm\c-] a1 mom ol-lal-1al mage) eamual-m-<e)V-)aalaal-lal mcm ali] 


rolling pin. iia exe leave co (om u (ole at-SMmJal-Mr) eX-Ja] Mantes) me) Mm at-)mZele lave! 


liic=me Kae MezaliCom(eleyoleic-)mlamcolanacmiam@lairelicomm iyi 
aalelanmelatom MUL i(-ro Mm lal-melololc- tm lalrelalallalemOxe) palpate) a 
Iilaamaat=avicelat=xe Mme lalem'\(-1¢-m e)(-tehy-leo Mm (omilave mally 

Aon iV(= MIN Tato I ial-)(-Mm male) elm iat-\"are|(-Male)|me|e)(-mie) 

ro (=) mi lalcole foram Uliam-1o [eva meyinl- maar yele) ar 


AVC=M ale hV{emor-] geste mele] mda el 6\cy-1ale\me) m (eler-] Na-) ele) aay ons 
Please contact Richard Beville for more information. 7. Carefully remove the sheet of biscuits out of the 


oven. Add different coloured sweets to each hole — 
be careful, the biscuits will be hot. as 

Complete fitting and advisory service. GU RGG IR IRe OUen ORD -e Tninines 
Curtains hung and dressed, ensuring complete 01189242526 j 

ae ‘thle info@beville.co.uk 
satisfaction — Most competitive prices @ leave a anni and then 
28 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, South Oxfordshire, RG4 9SU enjoy eatin em! 

Telephone: 01491 680291 ne 
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www.beville.co.uk 


for reliable and personal service 




















High quality education and child care under the 
Early years foundation stage (E'VFS) for children 
4 months to 5 years 


® Geaod OFSTED report 
® Pre-school sessions available 
® Open all year, Monday to Friday, 7am te 7pm 
® Plevihle hours 
® Farly years education grants available 


®* Curriculum includes French, Music & Movement 
and Thames balley Geypm 
®* Small friendly and personal care in 


Sonning Common 


for further injormatian, please ask for fe manager 
on dils 972 4783, or visit our website, 


wee aphaberdaynurserics cont 


emails: infoa alphabetdaynurseries.com 


Caversham Aerial Services 
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted. 
Poor Reception? Old aerials? 
Can't get the new digital channels? 
Give us acall - We can help! 


Phone 0118 9673596 


www.caversham-aerials.co.uk 


EEESHD 


We have been trading in the village for over 40 years 
We have old fashioned friendly Service 
We can’t stock everything but we can get most things 
for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


COME AND SEE US !! 


¥ Animal Feed 
¥Y Frozen Meat 
¥Y Farm Feeds 


¥Y Animal Well Being 
¥Y Wild Birds 

Y Ponds 

¥Y Farm Animals 

Y Domestic Animals 
¥ Wild life 

Y _ Toys and Beds 


WINDOWS - DOORS - CONSERVATORIES 
FASCIA - SOFFITS - GUTTERING - CLADDING 


Use your Local Installer with 30 
years experience 
For a FREE quotation 
Call Mike Dockree on 
01189724376 or 07785928190 


All window, door & conservatory 
installations carry a 10 year guarantee 
and the finished product is 
independently inspected with 
all certificates 





HELPLINE LANDSCAPE SERVICES 
Landscaping = Design, Canstry-ten, Garden make over, 
Groundwork =~ Cloarance, Footegs, Drainage, Sreiing. 
Timoer WOT = Gileways, Decking, Arches. Pergola. Gabo 
Fencing — Pando: Board, Wirenicsh, Steck fence. 
Gardeniig,- Moving, Weeding: Pruning, Clearance 
Tree Work - | Felling, Looping, Pryping, Ciearance. 
Driveways, - Grivel Faved nek, Concrett 
Ponds - Water features, Ponds;Rills 
Patios - Slab, SlonepPavers, Brick, 

Log's for-sale -. Cutand-spin to sue 


Batedin Son ming PC omittoan 


Tel. Fax--0118- 9721342 


Email: chriscolbeck@@btinternet.com 


You may be surprised 
we now stock 


. 
OTSWOLD BAIT 
) ( OREATIONS 


.. 


Also We Sell 
MEMBERSHIP for 
SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD 
ANGLING CLUB 


me EVERYTHING 
. INTHE GARDEN 


Established 1985 
Now in Stoke Row 


All types of design, construction, 
maintenance and improvements. 
Tel: 01491 641311 
Mob: 07810 112411 










TOMALIN & SON 


Funeral Directors 








A Family Owned Funeral Service 


Tel: (01491) 573370 


ANDERSON HOUSE 
38 READING ROAD 
HENLEY-ON-THAMES 
RGI 1AG 


Golden Charter 


Funeral Plans 





















YOUR NEW LOCAL 
MoT TEST STATION 


EST 1998 


HENNELL VEHICLE 
SERVICES 


MOT TESTING 

SERVICING & REPAIRS 

ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS 

VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING 
LASER FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT 


ae 
Tel: 01491 628866 


www-.hennellvehicleservices.co.uk 


Unit 19 Greys Green Business Centre WwW 


Rotherfield Greys, Henley-on-Thames 
Oxon RGI 4QG kafvaine. 








« Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires 
« New installation work 

«Fuse board changes 

* Lighting advice and installation 





Decorating to Complete Home Improvements 
Sonning Common 


| Tel’ 0118 9721442 or Mobile: O7920 092875 


Email: mebs.decorplus@btopenworld.com 
Website: www.mebsdecorplus.co.uk 


TOMALIN & SON 
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans vm 


For more information, contact ,, 


Tel: (01491) 573370 


£40 John Lewis Voucher 
or 
£40 Donation to Sue Ryder Care 
with each plan taken out on production of this advert 


Golden Charter 


Funeral Plans 








= JJC Electrical Services Limited 
en 


Sonning Common Electrician 





Jerry Cole 
Telephone: 07834 346 487 
E-mail: jjcelecservitd@tiscali.co.uk 





Website: www.jjcelecservitd.co.uk 


= Le c§Sa 
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T’ai chi for Health 


Kidmore End War Memorial Hall 
Reades Lane, Sonning Common 


Tuesday 9.30-10.30 
During term time 


Chen style Tai chi in a friendly informal class 
Improve your stamina, balance, 
strength & co-ordination 


For further information 
please ring Debbie on 07802 347943 
www.debbiepage.org 
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By MARK RICHARDS 


The Sonning Common Society 
organises 4 walks on local footpaths 
each year - on Easter Monday, May 
Bank Holiday, August Bank Holiday 

and Boxing Day - and its purpose is to 
keep the footpaths clear and in regular 
use in accordance with the aims of 

the Society. They are intended to be 
leisurely walks, no longer than 2 miles, 
linking with footpaths in other parishes, 
and, if convenient, to take in a stop at 
a local hostelry. Walking the footpaths 
is a very pleasant way to exercise 

your dog, see the lovely couniryside 
around our village, enjoy the changing 
seasons and the company of other 
walkers. Thanks to the Chiltern Society, 
all the Sonning Common footpaths now 
have kissing gates with the exception of 
$C12 and SC14. 


BUT ... the Society does need volunteers 
to lead the walks and our appeals 
have so far been unsuccessful. We 

will provide directions for a walk or the 
leader can choose his/her own and a 
volunteer would not be asked to lead 
more than ONCE a year. 


Offers to lead on weekend days apart 
from the above-mentioned Bank 
holidays would be welcomed. If you 
feel you could do this for just one 
morning in a year please contact 
Mark Richards on 9723939 or at 
mark.richards62@btinternet.com 
Sadly, this year’s Boxing Day walk will 
have to be the LAST and no more will 
be organised unless we can recruit 


more leaders. 


Please help! 


Ken Crusn 


By JUDY PITSON 


On 13 October Ken died 
peacefully at home after 

a long illness, with his wife, 
Margaret, by his side. Ken 
came fo live in Sonning 
Common in 1969 working as 
a biochemist at Blounts Court 
and then, later, teaching 
chemistry. He was always 

a keen gardener and a 
handyman, happy building 
go-karts or a tree house 

for his sons, doing home 
improvements and tending 
his large garden. Ken was 
one of our first eco-warriors 

- A familiar sight on his 
bicycle around the village, 
preferring to use public 
transport rather than his car 
fo reduce carbon emissions. 
Climate change and the use 


of world resources were his 
concerns. One of his friends 
described him as a “prophet 
before his time” - he foresaw 
the need for the care and 
conservation of the natural 
world before it became 
widely acknowledged. He 
was a man of principle 

and was respected for his 
passionate adherence to his 
beliefs even by those who 
did not agree with him. 


Ken devoted his spare time 
to village projects, especially 
after his retirement, raising 
money for the Scouts and, 

as secretary of the Sonning 
Common Society for over 

30 years, organising tree 
planting, footpath walks, 


interesting talks and keeping 
us aware of planning 
developmenis. He always 
wanied the village to 

remain a village and was 
deeply concerned with 

the preservation of its trees 
and its rural environment. 
The purchase of Old Copse 
by the Woodland Trust, the 
formation of the Millennium 
Green Trust and raising 
money for the purchase of 
Kennylands Field all involved 
him. He regularly attended 
St.John the Baptist Church at 
Kidmore End uniil his illness 
prevented him. 


Married to Margaret for 
over 62 years, he was a 
devoted husband and father, 





deriving much joy from his 
great grand-daughier. A 
quotation read at his funeral 
summed up his life: “Life is 
not counted by the years you 
live but by the love you gave 
and the things you did.” He 
will be greatly missed by the 
village, his family and all 
those who knew him. & 








One possible way to curb nuisance calls 


Can | respond to the article on nuisance phone calls in the October/November 


issue? | registered with the telephone preference service some years ago, and 


letters 


Trees or cars, the 
|  efernal dilemma 


now receive far fewer phone calls from firms with a traceable telephone number 


on the UK mainland. However, the main problem comes from calls of a very 
dubious nature from call centres in the Indian sub-continent with no traceable 
number. | phoned the BT Nuisance Call Advisor and was told that there is a 
firm which can block such calls for a fee of £5.00 per month. However, | shall 


continue to deal with these calls either by putting the phone down immediately 
or tuning into Radio 3 as loudly as possible for as long as convenient. | hope that 


blocks the line and prevents further calls to other sufferers. 
GRAHAM THOMAS 


The importance of good neighbours and friends 


| would like to thank all my family and friends who came to visit me after my 
major operation for an ankle replacement. The first three weeks were very 
hard as | couldn't put my foot on the floor, but without so many friends who 
came to visit me on week days and my daughiers who looked after me at 
the weekends | don’t know how | would have managed. | had no help from 
our local health centre but | suppose that is all due to the NHS cut backs. 
Hopefully it will not be long before | will be able to walk to the village again 
and back to singing with Nottakwire. Thank you all so much. 


SHEILA HAYWOOD 


‘Clothing. @ 
Alterations 


~ Free collection and delivery. 
= Professional fittings in the comfort | ae 


of your own heme, 
- ‘One week turn-around. 
- Competitive prices, 
~ Curtains altered. 
Terry - terry nelsonia betel cou 


07766 532 372 


www, soonestmended.co.uk 


SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 


For all your property maintenance requirements: 
Decorating - inside and out 
Paper Hanging 
Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 

Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 

¢Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 

Hedge Cutting & Planting 





Pass on your TO DO list 
ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 





In the last issue of the magazine there was a tribute to 
Miss Bonham-Carter which mentioned her donation to 
the village of part of her garden to provide a car park 
for the village hall. How sad then, to see the healthy trees 
which were part of that garden cut down with no prior 
warning to the village. When she transferred the land to 
the village she stipulated that the trees were not to be 
removed. Since then every parish council has respected 
her wishes. However, the present council has chosen to 
ignore them. This shows a complete lack of respect for a 
lady who gave so much fo the village in both time and 
money. It is a very shabby way to treat her memory. — 


PAT HUGHES Essex Way 


POPP Oooo Soe EET EO LEEEEEOETEHOEEESEOEEE HELO ET LOE EO EEE HO HOES EO OOSE SOLED ES EEEELELELES SORES EELEDELEOEEO® 


Dilemma resolved ... 


Thank you Councillors for our nice new car park and 
thank goodness those damn trees have gone too. 
Whenever one parked beneath them the car was 
spluttered with muck. Not anymore! — 


BETH HOBSON Birch Close 


veh 
THE BUTCHERS ARM 


* TRADITIONAL ENGLISH PUB READING ‘ 


WHAT’S ON 
IN DECEMBER 


SAT. 15TH DECEMBER - 
FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY 
6 P.M. - 8 P.M. 


www.thebutchersarmspub.co.uk 


NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY - 
8:00 TILL LATE! 


ai 
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SUNDAY 2 


Coffee and mince pies for Alessia Gardeners 10am 








Chiltern Players. One play eeaing evening. Everybody welcome. 8pm 
Just turn up and enjoy the buzz - The Reformation, Gallowstree Common 





Butcher’s Arms carols group practice 10am - 12 noon 


THURSDAY 13 

THURSDAY 13 Sonning Common Women's Institute - Christmas party - Village Hall 7.300m 
FRIDAY 14 Nottakwire final session - Se Hall 9.45 - 12 noon 
SATURDAY 15 ~ South Chiltern Choral Soci “He allelujah Chi istmas” - Chiltern Edge School 7.30pm 
SUNDAY 16 Christmas Carol Concert. All welcome - Sonning Common Free Church 2.300mM 
SUNDAY 16 oe: south Chiltern Choral Society - “Hallelujah! It’s Christmas” - Chiltern Edge School 5 2pm 
MONDAY 17 sonning Common Parish Council - econ Hall 8pm 





THURSDAY 20 FISH - Pub lunch 11.30am 





MONDAY 7 1.30em 





WEDNESDAY 9 Nomad Youth & Community Project: Parent Talk - Chiltern Edge School 12.45 - 2.45pm 





WEDNESDAY 16 Nomad Youth & Community Project: Parent Talk - Chiltern Edge School 12.45 - 2.45pm 





sonning Common Women’s Institute - Pandemonium: songs to cheer us up 
post Christmas! Visitors welcome - Village Hall 


THURSDAY 17 





MONDAY 21 sonning Common Parish Council - Village Hall 8pm 





THURSDAY 24 Have your say, come & talk to your PCSO - Sonning Common Health Centre 





12.45 - 2.45pm 


WEDNESDAY 30 Nomad Youth & Community Project: Parent Talk - Chiltern Edge School 


FISH runs regular shopping trios Henley and Reading town centres and to Tesco in Henley. 
For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986. 











John Abbey. 


Painter 












Over 200 happy customers in 
sonning Common, 


Decorator og ( 
se, 

0118 924 2552 — 
Sonning Common 0118 972 4905 


Milo and Michael Harper 


Milo Technical Support 
22 Sedgewell Road 


ss eate2 o 


JF dy ale ad rl ve faaetda 
Wey. Alurmininarnm Simei 


Tribe r WA mcs i a 
Daorsk and Cloner esto ria® 


Pantcinsn. Sotfitea ane Ciutltairirives 


Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


BWWUOCCOLCGC 
* Fully Air-Conditioned 


* Large Groups Catered For 
* Open 7 Days a Week 


TAKE-AWAY MENU 
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 


21 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common 
0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 


S ] HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
services delivered by skilled craftsman 


12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059 
WANA Aasxeualaliaycxexelanlaaroya] s\=r-Wela Aero ne] < 


* MANICURE »* PEDICURE * ORGANIC FACIALS 
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS 
°* WAXING * LASH AND BROW TREATMENTS 
° SPRAY TANNING * MAKE-UP * MASSAGE 
¢ BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving. 
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 


Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 
or 07887 653866 


Gift Vouchers Available 
Some reduced price treatments available each 
week please ring to check availablity 


sy Functional Sonning Common Health Centre 


Wood Lane, Sonning Common, 


Physio Reading, RG4 9SW pp fs, ee a, Z| ait A 


& Pilates 
) Back & Neck pain » Shoulder Injuries > 
») Muscle / Joint Strains ) Post-Operative Rehabilitation 
) Ligament Sprain » Pre/Post Natal Exercise 


) Sports Injuries ) Respiratory Conditions VW dd; 
) Whiplash Injuries Lower Limb & Foot Problems €dada tgs } arate 


Appointments available every day 


Pilates classes throughout the week Ha na Fea g aft Bo uquets 
Vr uly 


T: 01189 722 745 
E: info@functionalphysio.co.uk www.functionalphysio.co.uk 


The team at Functional Physio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered 
with the Health Professions Council and are recognised by all major 
insurance companies, including Bupa and Axa PPP. 


| landscape garden design 





National & International Deliveries 
Fully Qualified “Florist Tree Local Delivery 


advice, design & 


planting for your 
garden. 


Call Gail Noble 
‘on 0118 972 3214 


42 Wood Lane * Sonning Common ¢ RG4 9SL 
0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916 


(We turn feel lace into flowers 





o ; 
SHS Doggy Dips 
es wa Health = Rehabilitation = Fitness = Fun 


Canine Hydrotherapy = Fun Swims * Doggy Day Care 
0118 972 4849 


Unit 1 Kidby’s Yard = 28 Kennylands Road = Sonning Common = Reading = RG4 9JT 
doggydips.co.uk 


Fed Up With Call Centres 


= ee ee i aieienea , 
Mark & Helen Bichards Specialising in helping Start-Ups and Small Businesses, we 


| , | | offer a full range of accounting and tax services by email 
Your Local Insurance Brokers and post. Need accounts and tax to satisfy HMRC? Want 
L For rhe Unusual & The Usual 7 to outsource all your accounting to free up time? We make 
et Us Take Care Of Your insurance your life simpler, with performance guarantees ensuring 
* House & Contents « Business « Liabilities excellent service or your money back. 
«Travel + Landlords + Professional Indemnity 
‘Horse « Shops + Sickness / Accident 
Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 
If It's Not listed We Still Can Help 
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome 


mail: info@ barrs-insurances.co.uk 
www..barrs-insurance.co.uk 
Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common AG4 9JT 





